BREEDING GUIDE FOR AVIARY BIRDS

By Andy Mathews

The following tables are drawn up partly from personal experience and from various books and articles.  However, there can be big variations, especially in the peak breeding season.  Some species are very regular, as are some pairs of birds, whilst others will sometimes break all the rules.  Here’s hoping, especially for the beginners, that you can get a small idea of when your birds might lay, how many eggs and how long until they hatch!

Species


Eggs
   Inc. Time        Breeding Season
Foreign Finches:

Cordon Bleu


2-4
       12-13
          Most finches

Ruddy



2-5
       12-13
          will breed

St. Helena


2-4
       12-13
          on and off

Melba



2-5
         14                for most of

Java



3-6
       13-14
          the year.

Cuban



2-4
       12-14
          Breeding more in       

Jacarini


2-4
       12-14
          warmer months

Bengalese


3-6
         14
          All year

Gold Finch


3-6
       12-13

 Sept-March

Nuns



4-7
         14

 Will breed all year

Cut Throat


4
       12-13

 if conditions are

Red Faced Parrot

2-6

13

 good.

King Quail


4-12
       17-19

 All year.

Australian Finches
Diamond


4-8
       12-15

 Aug-Dec

Painted


3-5

14

 Following Rain.

Star



3-7
       14-17

 Dec-Aug

Red Brow


4-6
       13-14

Aug-Feb

Plum Head


4-7
       12-14

Sept-March

Zebra



4-7
       12-14

All year

Double Bar


4-5
       13-14

Mar/Apr  Sept/Oct

Long Tailed


4-5
       13-15

Jan-May

Pictorella


4-6
       12-14

Jan-March

Chestnut Breast

4-6
       12-14

All year

Blueface Parrot

3-4
       12-14

Nov-April

Gouldian


4-8
       12-14

Dec- April

Although I have indicated the peak breeding season, most finches will breed for of the year.

Pigeons & Doves

Diamond Dove

2

12-13

All year 

                                              

                            Peak Oct/Nov

Peaceful


2

12-13

“ “ “ Nov-April

Barshoulder 


2

15-16

“ “ “ Nov-March

Senegal


2

13-14

Most of the year

Barbary (Ring)

2

13-15

All year

Talpacote


2

13-14

Most of the year

N G White Fronted

2

14-16

?

Bleeding Heart

2

14-16

?

Spinifex pigeon

2

16-18

All year 

                                                     

                     Peak Sept-Nov

Crested Bronzewing
2

19-21

All year









     Spring-Summer

Common      “

2

15-16

All Year 

                                                                          

Peak Dec-March
Brush Bronzewing

2

16-18

All year  

                                         

                       
Peak Oct-Jan

Greenwing


2

14-16
           Sept - Feb

Squatter


2
  
16-17
     
May-June








     
Aug-Jan

Wonga


2
  
21-22
     
All year








     
Peak Oct-Jan

Pheasants

Golden


6-12
  
22-24
    
Sept-Dec

Amherst


6-12   

22-24
    
Sept-Nov

Silver



4-6
  
25-27
    
Oct-Dec

Swinhoe


6-12
  
24-25

Sept-Nov

Nepal Kaly


9-15
  
24-25
    
Oct-Dec

Reeves


7-14
  
24-25
    
Oct-Dec

Siamese Fireback

5-8
  
24-25
    
Oct-Nov

Ringneck 


Lots 
  
24

Spring & Summer

Australian Parrots
Bourke, Turquoise, Scarlet, Bluewing and Elegant





4-6
  
18-19
    
Aug-Dec

Red Rump


4-7
  
18-20
    
Double brood








    
Aug-Dec

Mulga



4-5
  
18-20
    
July-Nov

Hooded


3-6
  
18-20
    
Mar-May/Sep-Nov

Blue Bonnet


4-6
  
18-20
    
July-Dec

Princess


4-6
  
20-21
    
Double brood








    
Sept-Dec

Regent


4-6
  
20-21
    
Aug-Dec
Superb


4-6
  
20-21
    
Sept-Dec

Rosellas: Green

4-5
    
20-22
    
Oct-Jan


Crimson

4-6
    
19-20
    
Sept-Dec


Adelaide

4-6
    
19-20
    
July-Nov


Yellow


4-6
    
19-20
    
July-Nov


Eastern

4-8
    
19-20
    
July-Nov


Palehead

4-8
    
19-20
    
July-Nov


Northern

4-5
    
19-20
    
May-June


Western

4-5
    
19-20
    
Sept-Jan

Port Lincoln & 28

4-6
    
19-23
    
May-June

Mallee Ringneck

4-6
    
19-21
    
Aug-Nov

Cloncurry


2-6
    
19-21
    
July-Dec

Red Cap


4-5
    
20

Sept-Dec

King



4-6
    
20

Oct-Jan

Crimson Wing

4-6
    
20
    
Sept-Dec

Quarrian (Cockatiel)

4-8
    
20-23
    
July-Feb

Lorikeets

Rainbow


2
    
23-25
    
July-Dec

Red Collar


2
    
23-25
    
July-Dec

Scaly



2

22

Mar-Dec

Varied



4
    
21-22
    
July-Oct

Musk 2


2
    
22-24
    
Aug-Dec

Purple Crown

2-4
    
20

Sept-Dec

Little



3-5
    
20-23
    
July-Jan

Cockatoos

Sulphur Crested

2
    
28-30
    
Aug-Jan

Major Mitchell

2-4
    
24-25
    
May-Dec

Gang Gang


2
    
24-25
    
Oct-Jan

Most Black


1-2
    
28

Varies

Foreign Parrots

Kakariki


 5-9
     
19-21
  
All Year

Indian Ringneck

 4-6
     
21-24
  
Spring July-Nov

Plumhead


 3-6
     
22-24
  
July-Oct

Alexandrine

 
 2-4
     
23

Aug-Nov

Quaker


 6-8
     
21

Oct

Sun Conure

 
 3-4
     
26

All Year

Nanday Conure

 3-4
     
26

All Year

Green Cheeks

 3-8
     
21-24
  
July-Jan

Macaws


 2-4
     
28

Summer

Lovebirds

Peachface


 3-7
     
23

Jan-Oct

Mask



 4-8
     
23

Apr-Oct

Fischer


 3-6
     
23
           May-Dec


Note: If nest boxes left in, they will breed all year.

Commonly Kept Birds

Budgies


 3-9
     
18

All Year








  
Peak Oct-Nov

Canaries


 3-6
     
14

July-Dec

