Conure Care Sheet

The Conures are a large and varied group of tropical parrots originating from the America’s. Confined to a number of groups many of the Conures can be placed into either the Aratinga or Pyrrhura group with other sub-groups holding a smaller number of members.  The two main groups Aratinga and Pyrrhura are well represented in captivity these days.  The Green-cheeked Conure is probably the most well represented member of the Pyrrhura’s.  The Sun Conure on the other hand could easily be described as the most commonly kept of the Aratinga’s. 

Feeding

Wild Conures in their daily life have access to a great deal of food stuffs.  Food stuffs which may be consumed in the wild include wild fruits, blossoms, seed and the larvae of some insects to name a few.  Their daily captive diet should aim to replicate this diversity if possible.  A captive diet of seed and or pellets, fruits and vegetables and sprouted or soaked seed should be fed daily.  Fruits and vegetables which may be fed include apple, paw paw (papaya), pear, banana, chilli (peppers), passionfruit, and orange to name a few.  These should be cut into 1 centimetre cubes (with the exception of passionfruit) and fed mixed in a bowl.  Passionfruit may be cut in half and fed as is.  Diversifying the fruit and veg mix from week to week or day to day will keep things exciting.  Calcium supplements may be added if required. 

Housing

The Conures require a medium to large and sturdy cage in which they can move and exercise.  The cage must also be escape proof and built using quality materials. Such a cage can be purchased from pet shops and cage suppliers.  A cage used to house these birds should never be round and have appropriate bar spacing.  The cage may also be equipped with a play gym on top for out of cage time and a removable tray for ease of cleaning is recommended.   Perches made of the branches of non toxic tree species should be used and replaced regularly as they get a good work out.

Roosting

Many species of Conure prefer to roost in a nest box.  Tents may also be used but must be sturdy and easy to wash.                                                                                                  

A nest box like that used for cockatiels is recommended for many of these birds.  This can be filled to a depth of 2.5 cm’s with non treated wood shavings.   As with any cage furnishing regular washing of the nest box is required.  Regular changing of the wood shavings or saw dust is also required.  Regular cleaning will help to prevent health issues from arising. 

Toys

Conures are quite agile and love toys.  Toys offer mental stimulation and are essential cage accessories.  They come in many forms which may include ropes (which should be monitored for wear and tear), chains and foraging toys to name a few.  Wooden blocks are also ideal and allow the birds to exercise and keep their beaks trim.  It can not be stressed enough that birds devoid of toys may begin to act in a less than tolerable manner and begin screaming, feather plucking or carry on in a number of other strange and sometimes distressing ways.  As such toys play a big part in keeping these birds amused. 

Noise 

Many of the Conures such as the small Pyrrhura’s make great pets for the home.  The Aratinga’s such as the Sun Conures can at times be noisy and are not always the best choice.  Having said this though hand reared birds kept as pets are usually quieter than parent reared birds.  It is suggested that before making your choice that you do your home work.  This will help to prevent unwanted problems from occurring. 

Pet Qualities

The pet qualities on offer from many of the Conures are not to be understated. Many are cute and cuddly and relatively easy to care for.  Again though some species are renowned for their noisiness.  Species such as the Green-cheeked come highly recommended as the as the next step up from the Cockatiel.  The Sun Conure too is in a similar league and has a lot to offer if the noise level is not of great concern. 


For those with the time, patience and facilities to house these birds Conures offer a lot. These beautiful birds not only have beautiful plumage but a personality to boot. It must never be forgotten though that these birds have a number of requirements which should be met at all times. Birds living in a happy healthy environment are less likely to end up with or causing problems. 
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