CHESTNUT-BREASTED FINCH

Lonchura castaneothorax

This largely overlooked Australian Munia is a member of the Lonchura family.  It is quite a colourful and peaceful member of my mixed collection of Finches.

The Chestnut-Breasted Finch is commonly known as the “Bullie” short for Bullfinch.  This term is quite incorrect as it refers to the common Bullfinch which is widespread throughout Europe, Britain and Asia and has little resemblance to our unique bird.

They flock together in large numbers and are often seen feeding in tall grass and around sugar cane fields from North Queensland to South of Sydney.  A darker form inhabits the top end from Derby in West Australia, across the Northern Territory to the Gulf Country of Queensland.  They are closely related to the Yellow Rump and have been known to cross breed in the wild.  Chestnuts should not be kept with any of the Lonchura family.  This includes Pictorella, Silverbills, any of the Nuns, even Longtails, Masks or Parsons.

Chestnuts are monomorphic and are very difficult to sex.  Apart from the “Crowing Actions” of the cock bird, the main difference is the size and shape of the head and beak.  The head of the male is wider across the crown and bolder than the female who also has a more slender mandible than the male.

The first pair I acquired seemed to ignore each other and showed no interest in nest building.  After watching their actions over quite a long period of time told me I had two cock birds.  Due to the lack of interest in this species here on the Gold Coast, I had to look for some hens in Brisbane.  I found a large quantity in a pet shop in Paddy’s Market and had a chat with the owner who seemed sure he could pick out two hens.

Within minutes of putting them in the aviary, there were encouraging signs but two months later one of the new birds died.  All activity stopped and I thought it looked as if my only hen must have passed on.  Ten months later I was very pleased to discover three young chicks out flying and they are starting to colour up now.

Chestnuts are an excellent show bird, if a good sized bird in good condition is tabled, it can hold it’s own up against any other species.  The colour contrasts are every bit as good as a Gouldian (maybe not as bright) and gives the impression as being a stronger more hardy bird.

The top of the head, back of the neck and nape is a brownish grey heavily streaked with back-brown.  The face and neck area are black flecked with dark brown.  The breast is a light chestnut with each feather edged with a darker brown giving a lovely laced effect.  The breast is underlined with a black-dark chocolate bar dividing it from the white to dark brown with grey-brown flights, the rump and upper tail converts a straw yellow, the tail is black-brown with yellow edging and the central tail feathers a rich straw yellow.  The beak and legs are a silvery bluish-grey and the eyes are a reddish brown.

As I said, quite a colour contrast but all in harmony.  They are best displayed in a well planted aviary, especially if planted with tall seeding grasses where the Chestnuts will be at home clinging onto the slender seed stems (usually upside down) feeding.  A small flock of half a dozen or up to ten are quite entertaining to watch.

They really enjoy half-ripe grass seed heads, most greens and White Ants are essential.  Chestnuts also enjoy catching live flying insects; they have a ball when the white ants start to fly (around October - November).  I keep the termite nests in the Aviary for this reason and it keeps them alert all day for the stray termite trying to make an escape.

The Chestnut-Breasted Mannikin Finch or Munia (whichever you prefer) is one of my favourite Aussies and one which will always have aviary space at my place.





Happy Birdkeeping






Bert 

Note:  This article is a reprint from an old G.C.A.B.A Club 



Magazine - December 1994





























